
         
Sts. Agnes and Lucy, early Virgins and Martyrs 
 

“I am espoused to him whom the angels 

serve; sun and moon stand in wonder at 

his beauty.” (Morning Prayer, St. Agnes) 
 

 

Why “in the world”? 
“Consecrated virginity is a fully public 

vocation, and consecrated virgins are 

called to bear witness to the reality of 

eternal life and to the fact the Christ     

alone is sufficient to fulfill all the     

longings of the human heart.”   
(https://sponsa-christi.blogspot.com/) 
 

 

A consecrated virgin “lives in the world 

among her family, her friends, her fellow 

parishioners, her co-workers. She comes 

forth from that socio-historical context but 

does not leave it in response to God’s call. 

Rather, as a consecrated virgin she lives 

out her vocation in that very context.”  
(“The Rite of Consecration: Mirror Image of the 

Consecrated Virgin in the Heart of the Church,” 

Mary Kay Lacke, Consecrated Virgin) 

 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 

St. Kateri (1656-1680) was born near 

Fonda, NY and died near Montréal. Called 

the Lily of the Mohawks, she promised her 

virginity to God.  
 

As in the religious life, a consecrated 

virgin is seen as “wed” to the Lord. In the 

fourth century, St. Ambrose — whose 

sister St. Marcellina was a consecrated 

virgin — wrote of this calling, “she is a 

virgin who is married to God.” Like the 

Church in its Liturgy for Virgins, the 

consecrated virgin prays “You Yourself, O 

Christ, are my all. For You I keep myself 

chaste, and holding aloft my shining lamp I 

run to meet You, my Spouse.” 
 

 

For more information visit: 

www.consecratedvirgins.org 
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Consecrated Virginity: 

A Vocation of Love 
 

 

Why a Consecrated Virgin? 

“Those who consecrate their chastity under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit do so for 

the sake of more fervent love of Christ and 

of greater freedom in the service of their 

brothers and sisters. They are to spend 

their time in works of penance and of 

mercy, in apostolic activity, and in prayer, 

according to their state of life and spiritual 

gifts.” (Rite of Consecration to a life of 

virginity for women living in the world, n. 16)  

“The choice of virginity for one’s 

whole life has become, in the 

experience of the disciples and 

followers of Christ, an act of 

particular response to the love of the 

divine Bridegroom.” (St. John Paul II, 

General Audience, April 28, 2982, #1) 

 

“It is also the task of virgins to 

become an active hand of the 

generosity of the local church, the 

voice of its prayer, an expression of its 

mercy, a help for its poor, a 

consolation for its afflicted sons and 

daughters.” (St. John Paul II, “May Christ 

be Your Total and Exclusive Love,” Audience, 

International Conference of Consecrated 

Virgins, June 2, 1995) 

 

https://sponsa-christi.blogspot.com/
http://www.consecratedvirgins.org/
http://consecratedvirgins.org/usacv/sites/default/files/documents/VocRes-Decree.pdf
http://consecratedvirgins.org/usacv/sites/default/files/documents/VocRes-Decree.pdf


 
Notre-Dame-du-Cap statue, Trois-Rivières, Québec 

 

A Vocation Like Mary 
“The Order of Virgins is a special 

expression of consecrated life that 

blossomed anew in the Church after the 

Second Vatican Council (cf. Post-Synodal 

Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, n. 7). Its 

roots, however, are ancient; they date back 

to the dawn of apostolic times when, with 

unheard of daring, certain women began to 

open their hearts to the desire for 

consecrated virginity, in other words, to the 

desire to give the whole of their being to 

God, which had had its first extraordinary 

fulfillment in the Virgin of Nazareth and 

her ‘yes’.  

“In the thought of the [Church] Fathers, 

Mary was the prototype of Christian 

virgins and their perception highlighted the 

newness of this new state of life, to which 

a free choice of love gave access.” (Pope 

Benedict XVI, To the Order of Virgins, 2008) 
 

“Consecrated virginity is very directly 

related to the vocation and mission of the 

Mother of God. Mary is the Queen of 

Virgins. With the Incarnation, God chose 

her to be the Mother of his Son. He chose 

her deliberately as a virgin.” (Bishop Earl 

Boyea, Diocese of Lansing, Episcopal Moderator 

of the U.S. Association of Consecrated Virgins) 

  

 

“Here I wish to reaffirm the importance of 

the witness of virginity, precisely in 

relation to the mystery of the Eucharist. In 

addition to its connection to priestly 

celibacy, the eucharistic mystery also has 

an intrinsic relationship to consecrated 

virginity, inasmuch as the latter is an 

expression of the Church's exclusive 

devotion to Christ, whom she accepts as 

her Bridegroom with a radical and fruitful 

fidelity. In the Eucharist, consecrated 

virginity finds inspiration and nourishment 

for its complete dedication to Christ.” 
(Benedict XVI, Sacramentum caritatis #81) 

 
St. Cecilia, early Virgin and Martyr 

How is a Consecrated Virgin 
different from a religious? 
 

“Similar to these forms of consecrated life 

is the order of virgins who, expressing the 

holy resolution of following Christ more 

closely, are consecrated to God by the 

diocesan bishop according to the approved 

liturgical rite, are mystically betrothed to 

Christ, the Son of God, and are dedicated 

to the service of the Church.” (Code of Canon 

Law 604 § 1) 

“Imitate the Mother of God; desire to be 

called and to be handmaids of the Lord.”   
(Rite of Consecration to a life of virginity for 

women living in the world, n.16) 

A consecrated virgin reminds us of the 

union that will be ours at the wedding 

feast of Heaven. She leads a life of 

prayer, especially for her diocesan 

Church. At the center of her life are daily 

Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and the 

Liturgy of the Hours. She intercedes for 

her Bishop, priests, unity in the Church, 

married couples, the sick, suffering, and 

all who have forgotten God.  
 

From this spousal union with Christ, she 

bears witness to His love through 

evangelization and works of mercy. A 

consecrated virgin is called to be a 

Spouse, Virgin, and Mother. As a Bride 

of Christ, she is a spiritual mother of 

souls.  

 

 

“From her earliest days, the Church 

recognized the call given to the virgin 

to offer her virginity to Christ forever, 

in imitation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Like Mary Immaculate, the 

virgin responds to her vocation in the 

world, drawing the world to Heaven 

and offering to the world a sign of the 

presence of its heavenly destiny. The 

Order of Virgins has its origins in 

Apostolic times. The consecration of 

virgins goes back to the earliest 

centuries of the Church’s life.” (Cardinal 

Raymond Burke, prefect emeritus of the 

Apostolic Signatura and archbishop emeritus of 

the Archdiocese of St. Louis) 

 



 

  
 

  
 

 


